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PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION ACT – 

POSTPONED UNTIL JUNE 2022 
 

On 5 May 2021, the Minister of Digital Economy and Society (“MDES”) announced that the Cabinet had 

approved in principle a resolution to amend the Royal Decree postponing the enforcement of the Personal Data 

Protection Act of 2019 (“PDPA”) for another one year for 22 business categories.  

This is an extension of the Royal Decree issued last year (see our newsletter) that deferred the enforcement of 

the PDPA for 22 business categories. The amendment to this Royal Decree means that the PDPA will be fully 

effective on 1 June 2022. Although this amendment has not been announced in the Royal Gazette yet, it is 

expected that it will be announced before the previously extended effective date of 1 June 2021. 

The announcement suggests that there are many reasons for the postponement. One of the reasons mentioned 

by the Cabinet is that the Personal Data Protection Commission has not been appointed yet.  

In a press announcement, the MDES stated that until the PDPA becomes fully effective on 1 June 2022, 

operators subject to this law still have a duty to comply with the data security safeguard measures that were 

announced by the MDES last year on 17 July 2020 (i.e., security measures on access control). 

MDES also states that it is in the process of preparing the subordinate laws under the PDPA, some of which 

have been subject to public hearings already. Additionally, MDES is preparing PDPA guidelines for seven 

sectors, namely: 

1) tourism 

2) public health 

3) education 

4) retail and e-commerce 

5) transportation and logistics 

6) real estate 

7) state operations 

However, to date, there is no information on these guidelines.  

We regularly provide updates on data protection and other topics. If you require advice on any of the issues 

raised in this briefing, please contact the authors in the right-hand column. 
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This publication is intended to highlight an overview of key issues for ease of understanding, and not for the provision of legal advice. If you have any questions about this publication, please 

contact your regular contact persons at Mori Hamada & Matsumoto or Chandler MHM Limited. If you should have any inquiries about the publications, or would like more information about 

Chandler MHM Limited, please contact bd@mhm-global.com. 

 

https://www.chandlermhm.com/content/files/pdf/Newsletter/2020/CMHM%20Newsletter%20-%20Draft%20Royal%20Decree%20on%20temporary%20exemption%20of%20PDPA%20enforcement%20approved%2020%20May%202020.pdf
http://www.chandlermhm.com/

